[Role and therapeutic use of deferoxamine in iron overload due to thalassemia (author's transl)].
Eight children aged between 4 and 16 years with thalassemia major were treated for 30 months with repeated transfusions and a chelating agent. Deferoxamine was given intravenously for 12 months and subcutaneously in the next 18 months. The results of urine iron concentrations, the practical difficulties of both routes of administration and the clinical results are presented. The therapeutic regime proposed is capable or reducing the iron overload.